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The SASSCAL Ministerial Meeting that was hosted by Na-
mibia on the 21st of September 2018, chose the theme
“Promoting Science for Sustainable Development”, for one
simple but very important reason. For the sustainable use
and management of our natural resources water, air, for-
ests and timber, biodiversity, soils and minerals and others;
for stabilising the climate system, and setting up effective
mitigation actions and adaptation strategies, we require
science. Science that is robust, relevant, demand-driven,
interdisciplinary and science that is accessible in terms of
the way it is written, packaged and disseminated. Moreo-
ver, the successful implementation of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs), requires sci-
ence. Promoting science for sustainable development
therefore is central to the future that we aspire to have. For
several decades, the role of science, in informing policy,
has lagged behind and has been strained by the complexi-
ty and inadequacy of scientific cooperation in view of, for
example, the that impacts of most environmental challeng-
es are felt locally, their origin and determinants could be
cross border; while science is international (OEDC, 2015:

Scientific Advice for Policy Making).

For new scientific knowledge to be obtained, there must be
institutions that are equipped with modern technologies,
relevant study programmes, house high quality academics
and an environment that enhances creativity and innova-
tion. In southern Africa and Africa at large, there are com-
mendable steps to support institutions that produce high
quality science and academics. However, a recent publica-
tion on World University Rankings 2019, shows that Africa
still lags behind. The report shows that the best University
in Africa occupies 156" position on the world ranking.

(https://www.timeshighereducation.com).

For Africa and the world to achieve such important global
goals like the UNSDGs, execute Paris Agreement commit-
ments, collaboration in terms of research , infrastructure
and exchange programmes between researchers and aca-
demics in both developed and developing countries must
be supported and given a priority in any social and political

discourse. Evidence suggests a positive correlation be-

tween socio economic development and environmental
protection that requires political and policy intervention to

ensure some level of sustainability.

Climate change, SASSCAL'’s focus, knows no geographic
boundaries and through its member states , SASSCAL
addresses this phenomenon on a regional scale. For a
region that heavily relies on agriculture, there is need for
immediate policy interventions. The meeting of SASSCAL
Ministers provided an opportunity for the Ministers to echo
their determination in addressing climate change at a re-

gional level.

During SASSCAL Ministerial Meeting, , SASSCAL’s re-
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